




What has happened to tspock 
since the end of Star Trek.^ TV 
SCI-FI proudly presents an 
exclusive interview with 
LEONARD NIMOY, Spock's 
other half, by Transworld 
Features' LAVRA DEN IE ... 
“I am not Spockl” declared Leonard 
Nimoy. “I like being Spock. But I 
like myself, too. I’d like to be inde- 
pendent of him. 1 try very hard at 
doing my things, thinking my 
thoughts. To be me, Leonard 
Nimoy.” 

It was Spock in Star Trek that 
made Nimoy a household face. He 
hadn’t started out trying to become 
a cult hero. He was a kid actor of 
19 looking like, as he terms it, “A 
deformed Garfield,” And, like 
Garfield, he came from the streets 
of Boston. Nimoy says he was “an 
outcast, semi-understandable, angry 
young guy.” His goal was to be a 
Lon Chaney or a Paul Muni. But it 
was the 1950s and people wanted 
actors who looked and acted like 
Tab Hunter, not a Nimoy trying to 
act like Paul Muni, Finally, after 
fifteen undistinguished years, he 
happened into the role of Mr. Spock. 

Work on Star Trek lasted three 
seasons: 1966, 1967 and 1968. 
From the beginning, the series was 
a success, and so was the mysterious 
Vulcan. As Nimoy explains: “The 
scientists admired his logical, precise 
and scientific mind. The hippies 
dug his cool and his mysticism. The 
kids revelled in his strength and his 
sharp, dry wit, to say notliing of his 
fascinating ears.” 

Although Star Trek has long 
been consigned to the re-run circuit, 
the interest among its fans has only 
heightened throu^ the years. Con- 
ventions of Star Trek Club Members 
flourish, in Nimoy’s latest book / 
Am Not Spock, he tries to describe 
the theme of the scripts written for 
the series: 

“There is hope ... In the 22nd 
century we have survived the atomic 
and hydrogen age. We have con- 
tacted intelligent life on other 
planets. We have joined in an inter- 
galactic federation to work together 
for the common good ... We respect 
truth and recognise that beauty 
exists in many diverse and interes- 
ting forms. We have survived tlie 
wasting and near destruction of 
earth’s natural resources. We fight 
dictatorship and political demago- 
guery, and we win ...” 

After Star Trek, Nimoy tried 
two sessions of Mission Impossible 
as Paris, the master of disguises, 
giving him each week a new but 
“non-dimensional” character. So, 
he quit. 

Nimoy returned to the legitimate 
stage in a variety of roles; Teyve in 
Fiddler on the Roof, Fagin, King 
Arthur, R.P. McMurphy, Caligula, 
and The Man in the Glass Booth. 

One thing that really annoys 
Nimoy is the idea that he can be 
treated like a pawn by other mem- 
bers of his profession. “I hate that 
sort of stuff,” he says, “I have the 
manipulation and the emotional 
tormet. I went through that for 
years and I just won’t have it in my 
Kfe anymore. I’ve been througli 
that so many times, so MANY 
times. I’ve had my heart broken so 
many times.” 

Nimoy’s 45th birthday was 
March 26. He has a wife of 22 years 
and two children in college. His 
daughter Julie is studying commer- 
cial art and his son Adams is in poli- 
tical science. 

Nimoy is also a student. At least 




twice a month he metts with an 
adviser from Antioch College to 
work on projects for his masters in 
education “to see where it will 
lead”. He does about 35 lectures a 
year and has a swarm of agents 
“one for lectures, one for West 
Coast film-TV work, one for East 
Coast commercials. Literary agents, 
theatre agents. I’d like to get one 
agent to handle them all,” he sighs. 

He has produced two books of 
photographs and poetry. One re- 
viewer said of Nimoy’s poetry 
efforts: “Nimoy doesn’t have a big 
enough name to sell something like 
this. It would take a name like 
Mark Spitz or Richard Nixon.” 


“I’ve got that review hanging on 
my wall,” answers Nimoy. “That 
book {You and /) is now going into 
its sixth printing of 10,000 each at 
four dollars a crack and Avon 
bouglit it and paid us $4,000 for 
paperback rights and not it has sold 
250,000 copies!” His latest literary 
effort / Am Not Spock, is his philo- 
sophical statement on the Spock 
period. Nimoy had his own philoso- 
phical, social aciivist period. 

When he’s home he watches tele- 
vision and frequently appears on 
one television game show, %10,000 
Pyramid. “It happens to be one of 
the few games that 1 play well,” he 
admits. “I always watch it when 


I’m home. I knew it would be fun, 
and fun isn’t that easy to find these 
days. Some game shows are an 
embarrassment, and I often wonder 
why people get into them.” 

This summer Nimoy tours in 
America as ’Iggins in My Fair Lady. 
He also played Sherlock Holmes, 
which is one of his favourite recent 
accomplishments. Nimoy had 
wanted to play Holmes ever since 
1968 when a writer mentioned the 
similarities between Spock and the 
beloved Holmes. 

“Gene Roddenberry (who pro- 
duced Star Trek) talked with me 
about some Holmes projects,” said 
Nimoy. “and Sid Sheinberg at 


Universal said I should look for 
roles where the requirement is to 
project mystery and intelligence, 
which he felt I did. He said some 
actors who are intelligent don’t 
necessarily project it, and of course 
some who aren’t do. 

“The physical aspect is right, 
tool, from Conan Doyle’s descrip- 
tion ... tall, lean, sharp features. 
Plus it’s fun to be that one step 
ahead of the audience.” 

Nimoy is happy about the dra- 
matic roles but not anxious. He 
says, simply, “I’ve got nothing to 
prove to anybody anymore.” 
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The Wanderer 
TV Sci-Fi Monthly 
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Greetings Earthlings .... 

Welcone to issue number 7 of TV Sci-Fi. This 
month's lead story has to be our marrmoth 
interview with Leonard Nimoy v^o portrays 
Mister Spock in Star Trek. 

The month's giant full colour pin up is 
none other "than Bionic Wanan .Jaime Surtmers. 
This has to be a 'must' for alL Bionic 
Wanan/6 Million Dollar Man fans. 

In addition to all this we also have the 
long awaited and oft requested feature on 
U.F.O., an investigation into the contro- 
versy over the Sci-Fi animated cartoons 
and a long look at the prospects and 
possiblities of Time Travel. 

I think you'll all agree that this adds up 
to another all systons go issue. 


Tke. 
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Wanderer 


Dear Wanderer, 

Greetings to yougallactig Wanderer. 
You have probably never heard of 
me in your endless space-travel. For 
I am "Zahdon" of the planet 
“Xeron IV". I live in the system of 
"Cuitom-Odor", 12 million light 
years from the planet, which 
according to my messengers, is 
called Earth. 

Today one of my messengers 
made a trip in our "Black-Hole 
transducers" (we hre have mastered 
the art of black-hole time travelling) 
to this Earth. He brought me back 
a thing called a magazine, by the 
name of TV SCI-FI MONTHLY. 
After my computer processed the 
information in the magazine for me 
to absorb, I was astounded to find 
it was not like other magazines 
brought to me. No, this was quite 
different, original and interesting. 

I have wanted to know more 
about these Science-Fiction heroes 
of Earth, namely "The Six Million 
Dollar Man" and "Star Trek". 
These so called programmes are, 
according to my messengers, shown 
on box-like machines which produce 
moving images that actually speak. 
(I was amazed to hear they work on 
the same .principle as our Studio- 
quadmographs). . I was fascinated 
also by the genius artwork, especially 
on the man called Steve Austin, by 
your earth-artists Jeff Cummings 
and Steve Rigg. 

I see you mentioned my old 
space-buddy Dr Who, I am sure he 
will be thrilled about that. And 
what's this, James ... T ... Kirk, 
don't I remember that name? Oh! 
Yes, he's the captain of that ship 
from "Star Trek" called "The USS 
Enterprise", he bumped into me 
only last year. 

Also information on the bridge 
of the Enterprise, I've always wanted 
to know what the different 
"stations" are, since Captain Kirk 
beamed me aboard his amazing ship. 

Maybe you could give that 
experienced engineer called 
"Scotty" a page to himself, for I 
got quite friendly with him after 
our meeting on the Enterprise, a 
year ago, and I would like to know 
how he's getting on. I do think you 
should mention him, after all, if 
there was no engineer, that ship the 
Enterprise wouldn't go. 

Anyway, I'm glad to find an 
earth magazine in which to indulge, 
while watching my "studio quad- 
mograph." 

So until next month I wish you 
health and good keeping Wanderer. 
Yours, 

Zandon 

(Boyd Ringrose) 

Always glad to hear from you folks 
out there in intergalactic space. 


Dear Wanderer, 

I enjoyed the last copy of your mag 
very much and I'm looking forward 
to the next. That picture of the 
Enterprise being drawn into the 
black hole was very good and 
would have been nice on the wall — 
but I can't possibly have a picture 
of the Enterprise being destroyed 
on the wall. 

It's a shame you can't keep ST 
pictures and articles to one side of 
the page only. I have to buy three 
copies of the mag. One to keep 
whole and two to cut up for my 
scrap book. 

Keep up the good work. 

Live Long & Prosper, 

Janet Quarton 

Star Trek Action Group 

Sorry Janet, but our art director 
tells me that this is just technically 
not possible. 


Dear Wanderer, 

1 have just bought issue 5 of SCI-FI 
and looking through it I felt 1 must 
write to you. Although I am' a 
fanatic of Star Trek, I feel once can 
have too much of a ■good thing. In 
the past 5 issues there has been an 
average of 6 pages of Star Trek per 
issue, followed by Space 7999 with 

2 pages per issue. I think there is far 
too much Star Trek in your maga- 
zine. Why can't we have more 
Space 1999, UFO, Dr. Who, Lost In 
Space etc, etc. I'm sure most 
readers know all there is to know 
about Star Trek by the excellent 
books on the subject while very 
little is known about the many 
other SF TV programmes. 

How about a series of articles 
about Gerry Anderson and his tele- 
vision programmes, which must 
have turned a. few people to science 
fiction. Apart from that I think 
your magazine is tops in its field. 
Yours sincerely, 

Malcolm Gibb 
Edinburgh 

I'm afraid there are a great many 
Star Trek fans who'd violently 
disagree with you. 


Dear Wanderer, 

I have been looking at your maga- 
zine and it is a good idea. As I am a 
fellow space traveller, I think you 
should have more spaceships from 
Space 1999. Next time you pass 
Pluto drop in and see me. 

Goodbye for now. 

A fellow ALIEN 

A lot of aliens about this issue? 


Dear Wanderer, 

In the five Sci-Fi Monthlies 1 have 
read, there has not been one 
mention of the fantastic sci-fi pro- 
gramme Planet of the Apes. This 
programme I feel is the next best 
thing to Star Trek. So could you 
give us some information and 
pictures about it? That would really 
make SCI-FI MONTHLY the 
'greatest'. 

Susan Hail 

Well Susan, we did have an in-depth 
look at Planet of the Apes in our 
very first issue, and since it then 
went off the air we haven't bothered 
since. 


To the Wanderer, 

What can I say? TV SCI-FI must be 
the best magazine on the market, 
comparable with such all time 
classics as 'Worlds of If', and 
'Galaxy'. However, I have three 
suggestions which I hope will meet 
with your approval. 

1. As you must be in constant 
touch with television personnel, is 
there any way to suggest a regular 
Sci-Fi spot on television to show 
Sci-Fi films? As all S-F programmes 
attract a large audience it would be 
a certain winner. I'm sure other 
readers would back me up. 

2. How about a binder to keep the 
mags in, and 

3. How about a Sci-Fi book review? 
Back to more praise-worthy 

matters and the most satisfying 
articles to me are the factual ones, 
so keep 'em coming. 

Peter Kerrison, 

Leamington Spa 

Thanks for your suggestions. Some 
US cities do already have regular 
Sci-Fi spots on TV like San 
Francisco's "Creature Feature" 
which features S-F movies, a serial, 
news and interviews. The British 
channels are not, however, so 
receptive. As to the second 
suggestion, a TV Sci-Fi binder is 
being considered. And book reviews? 
Just see page 12. 


Dear Wanderer, 

I am writing with a plea that any- 
one who has the two books 'Escape 
from the Planet of the Apes' and 
'Battle for the Planet of the Apes' 
who would care to swap them for 
four Dr. Who books and the 1974 
Star Trek Annual, please contact 
me. Also, as a very lonesome four- 
teen-year-old time-travelling boy, I 
would like a 14-16-year-old-girl as a 
pen-pal (who likes Dr Who and 
Planet of the Apes if possible). 

Alec Speight 
School House 
Ovingham, Prudhoe, 
Northumberland 

PS: How about a TV S-F swap shop? 

Can anyone help? A swap shop 
seems like a very good idea. What 
do other readers think? 


Dear Wanderer, 

Would you please pass on my 
thanks to the Back Issue Depart- 
ment for issues 1-4 of TV SCI-FI 
MONTHLY. 1 enjoyed number five 
so much that I sent for the back 
issues the next day and I will buy it 
every month from now on. 

The magazine if very good value 
for money, the articles are very 
interesting and so are the photo- 
graphs. 

I liked the article in number one 
about Planet of the Apes and would 
like to ask you if you could please 
print some more articles about the 
apes, especially the TV Apes. 

I would like to close by wishing 
you all good luck and every success 
with the magazine. 

Yours sincerely, 

V.R. Warsop, 

Sheffield 

Not only aliens, but ape fans! 
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Welcome to the chronosphere, 
earthlings! Some of you, in 
the country of Spain, have 
reported seeing certain unusual 
objects in the sky, bright, 
spherical, moving at incredible 
speed. You wonder, perhaps, 
whether i have visited this 
region recently. You think i 
might have gone there on my 
summer holidays. You would 
like to know the dimensions, 
capacities and appearance of 
my chronosphere. Well, I have 
only this to say: / am a cosmic 
information detective, not a 
tourist to the Costa Brava, if I 
wished for a holiday, I could 
choose from ten thousand 
planets in as many star 
systems. My purpose in your 
solar system is not to acquire 
a suntan but to bring a number 
of small matters to your atten- 
tion — such as the Myster of 
Substance Y, the Danger of 
Genetic Engineering, the Pro- 
bability of Weather War, not 
to mention the Terrawatt, the 


Skeleton Crisis and Martian 
Snowstorms ... 


#UFO PLAGUE OVER SPAIN; 
GENERAL, DOCTOR DESCRIBE 
SIGHTINGS A general and a doctor 
have been amongst the more 
impressive witnesses in a frenzy of 
unidentified flying object (UFO) 
sightings over Spain recently. 
General Carlos Castro Cavero, chief 
of the Spanish Air Force division in 
the Canary Islands, watched a UFO 
for more than an hour as it hovered 
over the village of Sabada in eastern 
Spain. He described it as a "brilliant 
object", and he became convinced 
it was a U FO when it flew a distance 
of some 20 kilometres in just 2 
seconds. 

"As a general," he said, "I hold 
the same opinion as the Ministry of 
Aviation, but personally I think 
that these unidentified flying objects 
are extra-terrestrial spaceships." 

In another sighting, Dr Francisco 
Julio Padron Leon reported seeing 
"an unusual perfectly round sphere, 
silhouetted by a greyish blue light, 
about 12 metres in diameter." Dr' 
Leon was driving in his car at the 
time and his car radio fell myste- 
riously silent when the UFO 
approached and landed on the roof 
of a nearby house. Inside the sphere, 
the good doctor saw two very tall 
figures dressed in bright red. The 
UFO then took off again, and flew 
south at speed. 


• magical mineral COULD 
SOLVE ENERGY CRISIS,CLAIMS 
BRITISH INVENTOR A retired 
British inventor and engineer claims 
to have discovered a mysterious 
mineral — Substance Y — which 
gives off electricity when put into 
water. Arthur Adams, 69, worked 
during World War 2 with Sir Robert 
Watson-Watt (the inventor of radar) 
and the legendary Inspector Fabian 
of Scotland Yard. Substance Y, he 
says, could be used to make a 
battery which will never run out of 


power. It could help solve the 
world's energy crisis. 

Substance Y is described as a 
heavy, silvery-grey material. An 
analysis by a London chemical firm 
failed to find out just what it was. 
Once immersed in water, the 
mineral gives off a steady flow of 
electricity for a considerable time. 
If left out of the water overnight, it 
regains its original power. The 
mineral, Mr Adams claims, has 
driven an electric clock in his living 
room for the past six months. 

Substance Y's powers cannot be 
confirmed because the Ministry of 
Defence have banned Mr Adams 
from publishing details of his disco- 
very. They have also banned him 
from exploiting the mineral's 
commercial possibilities, though 
three battery manufacturers have 
expressed interest. The men from 
the Ministry are scrutinising the 
mineral for possible defence appli- 
cations. 


^Saturn has four rings, not three. 
The new "Ring D" was discovered 
by French astronomer Pierre 
Guerin and lies closest to the planet. 
Described as "the splendour of the 
heavens", Saturn's rings are thought 
to be composed of lumps of rock 
and ice, some over a yard in 
diameter. 


• SPACE EXPLORERSWANTED; 
UNQUALIFIED IDIOTS NEED 
NOT APPLY If you have a scientific 
or technical degree, a high standard 
of physical fitness, or at least 1 ,000 
hours' experience flying high per- 
formance jets (preferably as a test 
pilot), and American citizenship, 
then you too could become a real- 
life astronaut. NASA are currently 
selecting 15 pilots and 15 "mission 
specialists" for its Space Shuttle 
programme in the 1980s. They are 
particularly interested in suitably 
qualified women and members of 
"ethnic minority groups." Gone, it 
is hoped, will be the all-male, all- 
white. all-American standardised 


and depersonalised brand of astro- 
naut who reached for the moon in 
the 1960s. Not that the new-look 
astronauts will be chatting up 
Mission Control from deep space in 
the immediate future. They have a 
long and tough training schedule 
ahead of them. They will also have 
to wait until the existing pool of 28 
veteran astronauts left over from 
the Apollo programme have roared 
into orbit. By the mid-1980s, how- 
ever, there'll be plenty of spacework 
to do. NASA plans to launch 60 
Shuttle flights a year by then. 


• Hang on to your skeletons (in 
your bodies or your cupboards), 
they're about to become mighty 
valuable! India has just slapped a 
total ban on its export of skeletons, 
which have stocked the world's 
medical schools for the past 
century. And because skeletons are 
expensive and unpleasant to pre- 
serve, no other country is likely to 
produce enough to meet the 
demand. Medical schools will instead 
use pseudo-skeletons made of 
plastic. In terms of fine detail, how- 
ever, plastic skeletons just don't 
compare with the real thing. So 
there will be a brisk second-hand 
trade. 


• DANGER OF LETHAL GERMS 
AND SCI-FI MONSTERS - CITY 
BANS GENETIC EXPERIEMENTS 

The city of Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, has put a three-month ban 
on biological experiements which 
could produce deadly epidemic 
diseases of a new and uncontrollable 
kind. So-called "recombinant DNA" 
experiments allow scientists to 
create entirely new life-forms by 
combining genetic material from 
different organisms. Potential bene- 
fits include revolutionary forms of 
medical treatment and the creation 
of new, high-yield food plants or 
domestic animals. The danger is 
that drug-resistant germs could also 
be created. If they escaped from 
the lab, they could infect and kill 


whole populations. Just as terrifying 
is the theoretical possibility of pro- 
ducing sci-fi type monsters by 
combining elements from different 
insects or animals. Graft a bit of 
killer ant onto a wasp and mix in a 
few spider genes and what do you 
get? 

The scientists themselves are 
divided over the new experiments. 
Many claim that the safety proce- 
dures they have worked out are 
adequate. But others say that the 
research should only be carried out 
(if at all) deep in some desert, miles 
from any inhabitants. 

The moral of this story is that in 
the pursuit of scientific knowledge, 
and its potentially beneficial appli- 
cations, there is always a price to 
pay. Research into the atom 
produced nuclear weapons. What 
will genetic engineering produce? 


• south AMERICAN FISH GO 
INTO SPACE An aquarium full of 
gruppies, a kind of South American 
fish, are the latest terrestrial 
creatures to go into space. They are 
in the care of cosmonauts Boris 
Volynov and Vitaly Zholobov and 
are orbiting the earth in the Soviet 
space laboratory Salyut-5. The 
cosmonauts will film them to find 
out how they react to weightless 
conditions. Volynov and Zholobov 
will also conduct other biological 
experiments and will survey 
geological features and weather 
conditions on earth. Salyut-5 is 
equipped with a colour slide- 
projector for their entertainment in 
off-duty hours and a belt-operated 
"running track" so that they can 
keep fit. 


• The world's most powerful laser 
has come "on line" in California. It 
is able to produce for a fraction of 
a second a flash of concentrated 
light equal in power to all the elec- 
tricity that can be generated in the 
United States. This amount of 
power is called a terrawatt. 


/V^BAnWH\lE,J'PHNW.20LCH4K, A ZR-YEAR OLD 
PINBALL MACHINE" REPAIRMAN FROM OHIO, CLAIMS 
TO HAYE BUILT A WEATHER CONTROL AAACHINE... 
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BIONIC MAN, BIONIC 
WOMAN, BIONIC BOY? 

Biggest news in the TV film 
world must be the success of 
The Bionic Woman. According 
to official figures, the first few 
episodes broadcast on ITV 
grabbed some 6,250,000 
viewers to put it top of the 
ratings. The really good news 
for bionic fans comes in the 
announcement by an American 
TV network of their new pro- 
grammes for 1976-1977, most 
of which will eventually find 
their way over here. 

The Six Million Dollar Man 
will return in another two-part 
episode featuring Bigfoot to 
follow up the success of the 
previous programmes featuring 
the monster. Then there are 
plans for a three-parter episode 
which will start on Bionic 
Woman, continue on Six 
Million Dollar Man and con- 
clude on Bionic. Universal TV 
also plans a two hour Six 
Million Dollar Man movie 
which will feature a bionic 
boy, but there are no plans as 
yet for a spin-off series. 


The new series of the Bionic 
Woman will be more adult in 
approach with our Lindsay 
going undercover in such roles 
as a casino dealer, a country 
singer, a clown, a trapeze artist 
and a beauty contest compe- 
titor. Tentative plans are being 
laid for Evel Knievel to make a 
guest appearance. 


FUTUREWORLD Just released 
in the States is the long awaited 
sequel to Westworld, that futuristic 
blockbuster about an adult amuse- 
ment park where, for about a 
thousand dollars aday, people could 
get the scare of their lives by battling 
with robo't Indians and cowboys, 
orandroid Roman gladiators without 
j too much danger. That is until the 
I robots take on a life of their own 
I and start going on the rampage. 


The sequel is called Futureworld 
and in it the amusement park idea 
has been transported into outer 
space. Called Delos, it's a huge 
floating pleasure dome where the 
visitors' wildest fantasies can be 
catered for. Peter Fonda and Blythe 
Donner play the roles of investiga- 
tive reporters went out to check 
over the new operation because 
many of the world's most powerful 
leaders go there to relax. During 
their stay they discover that the 
owners of Delos have a plan to 
dominate the world by creating 
robot duplicates of powerful poli- 
ticians and businessmen and their 
struggle to avert this provides lots 
of thrills and excitement. Yul 
Brynner returns in a cameo appear- 
ance as the robot gunslinger and the 
majority of the movie was show on 
location at NASA's Space Flight 
Centre in Houston which has a 
number of amazing structures and 
machines never before captured on 
film. Even though we'll have to 
wait until early '77 to view it, it 
sounds as if it's worth waiting for. 


KING KONG K.O. The death fall 
sequences of King Kong hot at the 
foot of the World Trade Centre 
towers in New York were even 
more dramatic than the film makers 
intended. Adverts had appeared in 


New York newspapers asking for 
bystanders to view the monster ape's 
demise, but the response was greater 
than anyone had imagined. 5,000 
people were expected and more 
than 20,000 turned up and, as the 
shooting began, the huge mob 
started pushing forward in an 
attempt to get nearer the huge 40 
foot, styrofoam monster laid out 
on the pavement. Suddenly the 
police barricades gave way and the 
crowd surged all over the set, 
sending the actors rushing for 
safety. Even though this was all un- 
scheduled the cameras whirred on 
and the real-life riot scenes will now 
be an interesting addition to what 
promises to be one helluva film. 


ROUNDUP Latest news from 
the movie version of Superman 
is that the budget has been 
increased to £25 million and 
that Marion Brando has been 
signed up for a supporting role. 
The main role has yet to be 
assigned but rumours in the 
trade put it at either Burt 
Reynolds or Ryan O'Neal. 


SQUIRM, new science fiction epic 
about a plague of bloodworms which 
attacks a small town in America 
due for release in America. So 
successful has the behind-the-scenes- 
dealing been that its makers, Edgar 
Lansbury and Joe Beruh, are already 
planning another movie entitled 
Blue Sunshine. A $1 million, 
science-fact thriller, it's about the 
frightening after-effects of experi- 
ments with an LSD-type drug on 
human guinea pigs. 

The old spoon-bender Uri Geller 
soon to be the subject of a full 
length feature film from the Robert 
Stigwood Organisation. 


After months of wrangling ABC- 
TV in the US are to go ahead with a 
whole series of TV films on Wonder 
Woman starring Lynda Carter. 


David Carradine announced to 
star in Death Sport, the sequel to 
Death Race 2000 soon to start 
filming. Other casting news is that 
Richard Harris and Charlotte 
Rampling will star in Dino de 
Laurentis' film 'Orca about a giant 
killer whale. 


Logan's Run has been named as 
the best film of 1976 by the 
Academy of Science Fiction, 
Fantasy and Horror Films. Their 
president, Donald A. Reed, called it 
"one of the great science fiction 
films of all time". 


Slight booboo by one New York 
cinema manager who advertised his 
forthcoming attraction as "H.G. 
Wells in Food of The Gods". H.G. 
Wells actually wrote the book on 
which the film was based, was never 
an actor, and has been dead since 
1946. 


Big publicity going down in 
America for monster pic Godzilla vs 
Megalon which opened at 135 
theatres on July 21. During the 
Democratic National Convention a 
14-car caravan led by a 1939 Rolls 
Royce with a six-foot Godzilla cut- 
out mounted on the top circled 
Madison Square Gardens fifty times 
and similar techniques are to be 
used elsewhere in the States. 


New series of Space 1999 
receiving wholehearted approval 
from all the TV companies who 
have so far seen it. Apparently the 
weaknesses in the scripts sometimes 
noticeable in the first series have 
been eliminated and every aspect of 
the programme has been approved. 


SPOCK's boyhood; the full story 
behind the construction of the SIX 
MILLION DOLLAR MAN; inside the 
PLANET OF THE APES; p/t/s a , 
giant pin-up of the ENTERPR ISE 
and the DALEKS of DR. WHO. 


Issue 2: More in the story of 
SPOCK's life; the ENTERPRISE 
blueprints; a scoop interview with 
STAR TREK'S creator; SPACE: 

1999 second series; FLASH 
GORDON revisted; p/i/s a stunning 
EAGLE centre-spread. 

Issue 3; Inside SPACE: 1999's 
Special Effects Factory; Meet the 
BIONIC WOMAN; STAR TREK's evil 


empires — Klingonsand Romulans; 
MOONBASE ALPHA pin-up specially 
painted by artist Gordon C. Davis; 
and the first TV SCI-FI MOVIE 
REVIEW. 


Issue 4: DR. WHO special effects; the 
Kl RK story; Life in Space; ENTER- 
PRISE Bridge Blueprints; Black 
Holes, Zygonsa/?c/ Jeff Cummins' 
amazing SIX MILLION DOLLAR 
MAN pin-up. 

There it is. . . .all for just £1. As a 
collectors' item, this offer is 
unbeatable! 

HOWEVER, be warned! Stocks are 


limited - especially the early issues 
— and this offer cannot be repeated! 
YOU MUST HURRY IN PLACING 
YOUR ORDER TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT! 


Send your cheque or postal order to: 
&ck Issue Bonanza No. 1 
TV Sci-Fi Monthly 
39 Goodge Street 
London W1P 1FD. 

(Please allow three weeks tor delivery 
and make sure not to forget to 
include your name and address.) 
Owing to a shortage of back issues, 
we regret that we cannot send single 
copies of back issues. 


AT LAST! TV SCI-FI'S BACK ISSUE 
BONANZA, NO. 1! 

In response to literally thousands of 
requests, we are pleased to announce 
our first BACK ISSUE BONANZA. 
Now, for just £1 including post and 
packaging, you can purchase the first 
FOUR issues of TV SCI-FI. . . .an 
incredible saving of more than 50p! 

If your set of TV SCI-FI's is incom- 
plete, or if you have cut out some of 
the giant pin-ups, this offer is for 
you! 

Here is what you receive for just £1. . . 

Issue 1: The STAR TREK story; the 
aliens and dangers of SPACE: 1999; 


Back Issue Bonanza 

nam 
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The Animated TV Sci-Fi Shows. Some Fans Hate Them, Some Fans 
Love ThenL Albert Digby Investigates. 



One of the main subjects of arguraer • 
between TV sci-fl fans has to be the animatea 
cartoons that have appeared on TV over the- 
last few years. The Star Trek series in 
particular has caused a great deal of contro- 
versy everywhere it’s been shown. Some 
people find it an acceptable substitute for 
the real TV series while it’s off the air. 
Others simply hate it and think the cartoon 
series is something close to sacrilege against 
their favourite TV space opera. 

The cartoon Star Trek has its advantages 
and disadvantages. On the plus side, it is 
possible in a cartoon to show special effects 
that would either be impossible or prohibiti- 
vely expensive in a live action show. 

In a cartoon it is easy to depict, say, a 
pitched battle between whole fleets of 
Klingon and Federation starships that would 
be too costly and difficult to stage with 
models in a live drama studio. In a cartoon^ 
the only limits to what can happen in the 
story are those of the artists’ and writers’ 
imagination. 

It’s all the same with aliens. Since, in the 
original Star Trek shows, all the aliens who 
appear have to be produced by either 
putting elaborate make-up on human actors, 
building mechanical models or using 
complex optical effects. In the Star Trek 
cartoon, the artist can let his imagination 
run free and invent any kind of weird 
monster or unearthly alien that he wants. 

In the same way , when Gene Roddenberry , 
the producer of Star Trek, needed an alien 
planetscape as a background for the live 
show, it had to be carefully constructed 
either in a Hollywood studio or the nearby 
desert. All this could prove costly and time 
consuming if the extra-terrestrial back- 
grounds were to be really convincing. 

The producer of the cartoon show has no 
such problems. If he needs an alien back- 
ground for a particular section of the show, 
all he has to do is to commission an artist to 
draw it. 

On the surface it would seem that the 
cartoon series has all the advantages. The 
unfortunate thing is that very few of the 
current science fiction cartoons come up to 
expectation. The majority of fans have, in 
fact,expressedagreat deal of disappointment 
in these shows, particularly the ones based 
on Star Trek. 

Even though the characters in the cartoon 
are mostly the same as in the original, and 
the voices are dubbed over by the same 
actors, William Shatner, Leonard Nimoy, De 
Forest Kelley and the others who play the 
cew of the Enterprise in the live action 
show, most people seem less than happy 
with the finished product. 

One of the main disadvantages of the 
cartoon shows is the poor quality of the 
scripts. This is not entirely the fault of the 
writers. It’s very hard to come up with the 
same kind of intricate and original plots that 
go into the hour long show and then try and 
cram them into a fifteen minute cartoon. 

Even bearing this in mind, however, it 
doesn’t quite explain the often very poor 
quality of stories in the Star Trek cartoons. 
Where the live show appeals to viewers of all 
ages, the cartoons, if the TV SCI-FI mailbag 
is anything to judge by, don’t even satisfy 
the very youngest viewers. 

Even the inclusion of some very outlandish 
aliens in the crew of the Enterprise (in 
addition to Mr. Spock, the resident Vulcan 
First Officer) doesn’t make up for the 
sketchy simplicity of the cartoon stories. 

The complaints about the Star Trek 
cartoons are not just confined to the stories. 
The animation is far from being regarded as 
satisfactory. 

Compared to classic cartoons like Tom 


and Jerry, Roadrunner, Bugs Bunny or the 
great Walt Disney shows, the animation in 
Star Trek and the other sci-fi shorts is crude, 
badly drawn and jerky. The backgrounds are 
flat and static and the movement of the 
characters is stiff, jerky and unconvincing. 

The poor quality of the animation is not 
simply a result of bad workmanship and 
poor technical facilities. One of the main 
reasons that these programmes are of such a 
low standard is lack of money. 

The great animated cartoons were made 
in the thirties and forties when wages were a 
great deal lower than they are today. In 
those days it was possible to make the kind 
of high quality cartoon that can only be 
done by a team of highly skilled artists 
drawing every single frame by hand. 

As you can probably imagine, this process 
takes a very long time and, in recent years, it 
has become extremely expensive. In order to 
produce these shows within the very small 
budgets that are allowed for them, a fast, 
• comer cutting mechanical process has to be 
employed. 

In this process, the backgrounds remain- 
static while movements of the characters are 
drawn on transparent overlays and placed on 
top. Further savings are made by using 
certain sequences of, say, a figure running, 
over and over again. If you watch any of 
these cartoon shows very carefully you will 


see how characters repeat the identical 
action in front of different backgrounds. 

These criticisms don’t only apply to the 
Star Trek cartoons, they also extend to the 
others that have been made in the wake of 
successful films and TV shows like Planet of 
the Apes, The Lost World and Journey to 
the Centre of the Earth. All these suffer 
from the same stilted dialogue, poor 
animation and bad scripts as Star Trek. 

One thing that the producers of these 
shows have failed to realise is that if the 
cartoons weren’t confined to self contained 
fifteen minute or half hour stories, and, 
instead, were turned into continuing serials, 
maybe even with cliff hanging endings in the 
style of the old Flash Gordon or Batman 
serials that were made just before and just 
after World War II, they might have a better 
chance of, at least, developing the characters 
and stories. 

You might think that the cartoons based 
on favourite characters from the pages of 
Marvel comics might be a bit more successful 
than those inspired by films and live TV 
shows. Shows like Spiderman. The Fantastic 
Four and Captain America that are currently 
showing on both sides of the Atlantic are, 
after aU, based on what were comic book 
characters in the first place. 

In fact, they have lost just as much in the 
move to TV cartoons as Star Trek or Planet 


of the Apes. They have the same bad anima- 
tion and poor quality scripts as aU the rest of 
this type of show. In a lot of ways, this is 
really a shame. Marvel comics created a great 
deal of their reputation and international 
popularity by achieving a high standard of 
excellent artwork, and developing a unique 
depth in the personalities of their characters. 

In the TV cartoons all this has been 
thrown away. The Spiderman of television is 
flat and lifeless compared with the wise 
cracking comic book character who is always 
running into trouble with employers and 
girlfriends because of his double life as a 
junior news reporter and masked super-hero. 

At root, the way these TV cartoons are 
produced is just one more sign of the kind of 
TV company thinking that almost stopped 
Star Trek getting on the air in the first place. 
Despite protests from fans, and even Gene 
Roddenberry and Leonard Nimby expressing 
a certain embarrassment over the quality of 
the Star Trek cartoons, nothing has been 
done to improve them. It seems that, once 
again the networks are assuming that, sci-fi 
shows are only watched by the youngest 
viewers. They have totally forgotten the 
millions of adults and older children who 
watch sci-fi shows like Star Trek, Six Million 
Dollar Man, Bionic Woman Space 1999. 

Maybe if • they remembered them we . 
might get a better class of TV cartoon. 
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Unidentified Flying Objects had 
existed in the realms of half fact, half 
fantasy for years. People who claimed 
to have seen strange lights in the sky 
or weird saucer-shaped craft were 
usually treated as mad or the victims 
of mistaken identity. Eventually 
though there were so many reports 
coming in that authorities on earth 
began to get worried. By the 1980s 
their existence had not only been 
confirmed but the evidence suggested 
that they were a threat to the security 
of Earth. That was the time that 
SHADO was formed. 

SHADO is the initals of Supreme Head- 
quarters, Alien Defence Organisation, the Er 
Earth’s fron t-line organisation formed to 
deal with the alien threat. No one outside the 
organisation is even aware of its existence as 
its founders believed, quite rightly, that any 
hint of a threat from outer space would pro- 
voke mass panic. SHADO is carefully con- 
cealed in underground headquarters deep 
beneath a film studio. The studio itself is 
actually involved in making films so as to 
disguise the comings and goings of the 
employees of SHADO and to mislead the 
curious. No one must know what goes on in 
the subterranean vaults. 

This highly sophisticated complex is only 
part of SHADO however. Many thousands of 
miles away, on the surface of the moon, is 
SHADO’s other main centre. This is the 
nerve centre for the fleet of futuristic inter- 
ceptor craft which are ready at a moment’s 
notice to streak into the dark reaches of 
space in pursuit of an alien invader. linked 
to the base is the most sophisticated piece of 
computing equipment ever built, known 
affectionately as SID’ These homely initials 
actually stand for Space Intruder Detector, 
a warning system so advanced it is almost in 
its reactions. SID is constantly in orbit 
around the earth near its mother planet. It is 
the eyes and ears of SHADO in its fight 
against the aliens. 

Machines can only do so much though 
and the success or failure of SHADO always 
will depend on the quality and skill of the 
people within it. The character of the men at 
the top is perhaps most important and Ed 
Bishop is what you would expect a SHADO 
Commander to be — tough, intelligent, and 
capable of handling any emergency tliat the 
aliens can throw up. 

Ed Bishop is six feet taU, weighs 155 
pounds, has platinum blond hair and blue 
eyes, frenquently hidden behind a handsome 
pair of shades. He rules SHADO activities 
with a firm yet friendly hand with able 
assistance of his principle lieutenant Colonel 
Alec Freeman, a hard bitten capable officer. 

SHADO is bv no means a male-dominated 
organisation though. Head of Moonbase 
Control is the beautiful Gay Ellis, a highly 
intelhgent lady who not only does her job 
with great efficiency but also looks good 
with her mauve hair and her felsh-tinted 
skin-type cat suits which fits from the neck 
downwards and encases her feet and arms 
right down to the wrists. Her outfit, and 
those of the other girls on her staff, were 
specially designed for SHADO to suit con- 
ditions at Moonbase Control where all the 
offices and living quarters have thermost- 
atically controlled temperatures. 

Moonbase Control’s fleet of interceptor 
crafts are led by the remarkable Seagull 
Ray Craft, and incredible spaceship piloted 
by that ace astronaut Peter Karlin. It was 
Karlin who was to have first contact with 
the aliens, an incident that proved a great 
tragedy in his life. 

Many people on Earth had gone missing 
since the UFO’s first appeared in the skies 
but no one was quite sure what had 
happened to them. Among those missing was 
Peter Karlin’s sister, Leila, and despite des- 
perate searches no trace of her could be 
found. 

Meanwhile on Moonbase a breakthrough 
had been made in the design of a piece of 
equipment SHADO planned to use in inter- 
cepting alien craft Colonel Freeman was 
sent to America to escort the head of the 
design team, Virginia Lake, to explain its 
workings. Their transporter plane was in 
mid-flight when a UFO was signted. The 
plane immediately took evasive action with 
little result. Suddenly, from nowhere it 
seemed, Peter Karlin flying the SHADO 
strike plane Sky One rushed in to intercept 
and succeeded in forcing the UFO to ground 
where it crashed. 

Rescue teams rushed to the site, removed 
the strange alien pUot, and took it to hos- 
pital where every effort was made to try and 
save it. But as soon as the alien’s helmet was 


Jerry Anderson’s First Ever Live 
Action Sci-Fi Show. 


removed, its young-looking features began to 
disintegrate until doctors found themselves 
staring into the fact of an incredibly aged 
man. But before it died, the alien gave Com- 


mander Straker one of the secrets he had 
been so anxious to learn. 

The aliens are a dying race whose only 
hope of survival lies in getting hold of 


replacement organs from healthy people. 
Their search led them to the planet Earth 
where they raided the surface capturing 
humans and mutilating yhem in order to 
keep themselves alive. Straker’s pleasure at 
finding out the truth behind all the many 
disappearances was marred by great sadness. 
It was his job to break the news to Peter 
Karlin that his siter had become the victim 
of such an alien raid. When the alien’s body 
was examined it was discovered that it had a 
human heart — Leila Karlin’s heart. 

Another top employee of SHADO is 
handsome Paul Foster, an astronaut whose 
entrance into the ranks was far from regular. 
One of the most important aspects of all the 
work carried out by SHADO is that it must 
remain secret at ah times. Any attempt to 
break this cover would have the most serious 
consequence fro the Earth’s population who 
remain oblivious of the dangers facing them. 

So it was that when a civilian test pilot 
named Paul Foster spotted a UFO and 
photographed it steps had to be taken to 
prevent him leaking his knowledge to an un- 
suspecting world. In the encounter with the 
UFO a SHADO craft also made contact and, 
during the interception, Foster’s plane was 
damaged and crashed. Foster succeeded in 
ejecting from the damaged plane through his 
co-pilot was killed in the crash. 

Convinced that he had proof of the 
UFO’s existence. Foster made attempts to 
locate his camera. Enter a man named Jack- 
son, posing as a member of Military Intell- 
igence but in reality a member of SHADO. 
He tried to convince Foster that he had been 
imagining things and when the fils event- 
ually found his view strenghtened by the 
fact that there was so sign of a UFO on it. 
Needless to say SHADO got there first and 
doctored it. 

Foster was not put off by this, so con- 
vinced was he of the reality of what he saw. 
With the help of Janna Wade, the sister of 
his dead co-pilot, he begins following up one 
clue after another. His track eventually lead 
him into contact with Ed Straker and 
Foster’s suspicions were strengthened when 
he discovered what the thought was 
Straker’s real occupation — a film execu- 
tive. 

It looked as if he had landed himself in 
real trouble when he learned that Straker 
was in fact SHADO commander but Foster 
had more surprises in store. He discovered 
that everyone he had been in contact with 
since the crash was an employee of SHADO 
and that his whole search has beeon one long 
trap, set to test him out. When he learned 
Straker’s true identity he was invited to be- 
come a member of the team himself, and 
from that day on SHADO had another loyal 
member. 

Not that Foster, had any easy time at 
SHADO. Aside from the dangers inherent in 
his job, there was the occasion when he was 
accused of espionage. SHADO discovered 
there had been a skydiver and a supply ship 
and, when all the evidence surroundings the 
case had been assembled, it seemed that 
there could only have been one man who 
could have supplied the leak — Paul Foster. 

A court martial was called and to begin 
with the evidence looked purely circumstan- 
tial. Then the tribunal discovered that 
Foster’s bank account showed a very large 
deposit of money from an unknown donor. 
Foster was at a loss to explain it which led 
to him being found guilty, and a sentence of 
death passed on him. 

Straker, however, was convinced that 
Foster was innocent. Going over the possi- 
bilities he decided that Foster’s flat must 
have been bugged and, with the help of Col- 
onel Freeman, he succeeded in proving this 
to be so. By tracing the person who bought 
the complex electronic equipment, Straker 
was able to capture an industrial spy, the 
real culprit. 

The irony of it all was that the female spy 
was not after SHADO information at all, ra- 
ther a new optical device employed by a film 
company using studios above SHADO. 
Foster, in his cover role as a film executive, 
had been discussing this process in his flat, 
and the bugs had picked up the other in- 
formation as well. Straker managed to get a 
written statement from the spy to clear Fos- 
ters name, but there was still the question of 
that large sum of money in Foster’s account. 
This turned out to another spin-off from the 
film business, an anonymous gift from a 
would-be starlet’s agent to try and secure her 
a part in the film that Foster was making. 
Once all the misunderstandings had been 
cleared up Foster was back on SHADO’s 
payroll. SHADO’s secrets were once again 
safe from public view and their dedicated 
fight against the UFO’s could continue. 
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niE CORRIDORS OFTIME 


The next time you are waiting for a 
bus take a long hard look at the tnan 
standing next to to you in the queue. 
It is just possible that this tall incon- 
spicuous looking gentleman with a 
briefcase is a Time Traveller. Out- 
wardly he will look no different to 
you or I and he will certainly not 
respond to the name Doctor Who. for 
in the 81 years that have elapsed since 
H.G. Wells wrote the Time Machine, 
there has developed on Earth an ever 
growing band of men who can claim 
to have travelled in Time. 

However, unlike Doctor Who, these Time 
Travellers have only moved forward in Time, 
and their progress is measured in minutes 
and seconds rather than in the thousand year 
jumps of the good Doctor. Before you call 
the police to arrest this lonely looking man 
standing next to you, I had better tell you 
that he is no alien, but a man who was once 
an astronaut, ora pOot of a high speed plane. 

In 1971 it was shown conclusively that 
by moving through Space fast enough, one 
can move through Time as well. But only 
forward. The experiment which demonstra- 
ted this was conducted by two American 
physicists who made two journeys around 
the world in jet aircraft. On board were four 
atomic clocks, instruments so accurate that 
they can measure time in hundreds of 
billionths of seconds. On both flights, one 
eastward and the other westward, the 
airborne clocks were checked against a 
master atomic clock in Washington. 
Comparison of the clocks after the flights 
showed that the men had aged a fraction of 
a second more slowly than if they stayed at 
home. 

One of the implications of this astounding 
discovery which was predicted by Einstein’s 


Specialy Theory of Relativity, is that the 
planetary explorers of the future in fast 
moving spacecraft will age much more 
slowly than Earthbound humans. A man 
who spends forty years away from Earth 
travelling at very high speeds will return 
home to find all his friends and family dead, 
in their place will be their descendants who 
will probably never even have heard of him. 
He will be a man from the past and unlike 
Doctor Who would be totally incapable of 
understanding the new society he finds 
himself in. 

The possibilities of Time Travel have 
intrigued Sci-Fi writers for many years. 
The best example of a successful Time 
Traveller rests on the shoulders of Doctor 
Who. His time machine is the TARDIS 
(Time and Relative Dimensions in Space) 
and it was built by the Time Lords, a race of 
super-intelligent beings with a highly 
advanced technology. In the history of the 
Time Lords only two of these machines 
have ever been stolen, one was taken by 
Doctor Who and the other by the Master. 
Both of these men are Time Lords. Apart 



from its ability to fly backward and forward 
in Time, the TARDIS has a number of other 
unusual capabilities. According to the 
Doctor it is ‘dimensionally transcendental’ 
which means it’s far bigger on the inside 
than it appears to be from the outside. The 
second peculiar characteristic of the 
TARDIS which has never been operative for 
Doctor Who, is its ability to change shape 
and colour. It was when it was in for repairs 
for this particular defect that the Doctor 
stole it, unfortunately there was also a fault 
in the guidance systems which means that he 
is incapable of directing the Time Machine 
where and when he wants. 

Time Travel has also turned up in the 
STAR TREK series on television. In the 
episode entitled ASSIGNMENT: EARTH, 
Captain Kirk and the Enterprise return to 
the year of 1969. In this programme Kirk is 
especially aware of the danger of time travel: 
the danger that the tiniest of false moves 
could change the future and in the process 
wipe out Kirk, the Enterprise and even the 
Federation itself. If Kirk were to accidentally 
shoot the President of America, a President 
that had died a normal death in Kirk’s 
history books, then history would be 
changed to such an extent that in all proba- 
bility Kirk would never have even been born. 
In the instant of shooting, Kirk, the 
Federation and billions of people would 
cease to exist. 

The voyagers of SPACE 1999 have also 
had their share of problems with the passage 
of Time. In one episode they encountered a 
Black Hole (see issue 4 TV Sci Fi Monthly) 
and as they fell into the centre of the 
phenomenon Time froze. All clocks stopped, 
heart beats ceased and lungs remained 
inactive. How long they remained in this 
state before coming out the other side is a 


meaningless question. It may have been 
seconds or eons, but for Koenig and his 
colleagues there was no way of determining 
the length of Time spent in Zero Time. 

There is another aspect to Time Travel 
which we’ve all no doubt witnessed during 
the Apollo Moon Missions. In any conversa- 
tion between an astronaut on the Moon and 
Mission Control Houston, there is always a 
slight time delay in the reply arriving back at 
Control from the Moon. This is due to the 
fixed speed of light and radio waves and the 
fact that it takes time to bridge the gap 
between the Moon and Earth and vice versa. 
Although the time delay is only a matter of 
seconds between the Earth and Moon it is 
far greater when we consider transmitting 
messages to the stars. 

Light travels at 186 thousand miles per 
second and in one year it will travel 6 billion 
miles (I use the English billion, which is a 
million million). If we were to transmit a 
message to the Pleides galactic cluster in the 
constellation of Taurus it would take 410 
years for it to reach them. If they were to 
reply with a message also travelling at the 
speed of light, it would take another 410 
years before we received the reply. A conver- 
sation on this basis would be extremely 
boring and lengthy and if they receive the 
message 410 years after we’ve sent it they 
are effectively receiving a message out of our 
past. Currently we know of no way of 
sending them a message which will be 
modern and up-to-date when they receive it. 
There is also the possibOity that this massive 
galactic cluster in Taurus ceased to exist 200 
years ago, but we will not know about it for 
another 210 years. If it ever happens it will 
be a very topical subject for the BBC’s Late 
News. 

The possibility of Time Travel exists for 
all of us, for if we can fly at high speed in a 
jet plane or if we become astronauts, then 
we can all move forward at least a few 
seconds in Time. Unfortunately the only 
value of this small saving is to enable us to 
wait just a little more patiently at the bus 
stop, waiting for the bus that’s always late. 



Operation Nuke by Martin Caidin, Published 
by Mayflower 50p. 

If you can hear the soft tread of 
bionic feet, then you can probably guess the 
subject matter for the first of this month’s 
books. This story by Martin Caidin is the 
second original Cyborg adventure and 
features Steve Austin as he was before televi- 
sion brought him bouncing energetically into 
out living-rooms. Caidin had written a 
number of other books before he arrived at 
the amazingly successful combination of 
flesh and bionics in the form of Steve Austin 
and has currently completed three Cyborg 
adventure books. 

In Operation Nuke, Steve’s mission is to 
infiltrate a ruthless criminal cartel run by ex 
US colonel and one time crack Strategic 
Air Command pilot, Sam Franks. The 
opening chapters leave us in no doubt as to 
the scale of the organisation that Frank 
heads. For the right money he can obtain a 
nuclear bomb and detonate it, when and 
where the buyer wants. Oscar Goldman and 
the Director of OSO, Jackson McKay, are 
very much aware of the threat posed by the 
mystery group and as a last resort turn to 
Steve Austin in the hope that he may be able 
to succeed where fourteen experienced CIA 
men and countless other intelligence agents 
have failed. 

A brilliantly worked plot is hatched, 
whereby one time good guy and ex- 
Commander of Apollo 17 Steve Austin 
becomes a baddie and flees the United States 
in a stolen Boeing 707. He makes the switch 
on nationwide ‘live’ television by physically 
assaulting the interviewer, another guest on 
the programme and countless members of 
the networks security force. 

He is flying towards an old Libyan desert 
runway when suddenly out of the cloudless 
blue sky a Mig 21 glides in alongside the 
707. Seconds later an F4 Phantom cruises in 
to take up position on the opposite wing. 


Both warplanes are heavily armed with 
cannons and missiles and Steve realising that 
no airforce on Earth has both Migs and 
Phantoms in its armoury concludes correctl> 
that he has made contact with the mystery 
group. 

After landing Franks puts Austin through 
a number of severe tests. He would dearly 
like to bring Austin and his knowledge of 
nuclear bombs into his renegade outfit, but 
is uncertain about Steve’s motives. Austin 
takes part in a number of ruthless missions, 
including the destruction of an ocean liner 
by a nuclear device and with Franks finally 
convinced he becomes a full time member of 
the criminal organisation. 

The trouble is, that Steve has no way of 
communicating the information he has 
about the group to his bosses, and when a 
number of attempts are made on his life, 
Steve finds things getting decidedly un- 
healthy. His troubles multiply when Franks 
reveals his final job. To blackmail the US 
Government for a cool billion dollars. If the 
cash is not delivered then a number of 
massive nuclear bombs will be detonated in 
major American cities. Somehow, Austin has 
to thwart the mission. 

This is an exciting book with a tense nail 
biting finish. Interestingly Austin finds few 
occasions to resort to his superior bionic 
hardware and in one instance when he is 
plugged into the electric mains he really 
blows a fuse in wishing he wasn’t full of 
wires, motors and metal. His attitude to his 
bionic limbs seems almost to be one of 
embarrassment and he appears to tackle 
most problems at least initially with his non- 
bionic limbs. The book is a mine of infor- 
mation about nuclear bombs and satellite 
reconaissance systems, which in places seems 
a little too excessive. Unfortunately this 
tends to kill some of the pace of an other- 
wise dramatic story. 



Doctor Who and The Daemons by Barry 
Letts, published by Target, 30p. 

Deep in the heart of the English 
countryside , outside the mysterious sounding 
village of Devil’s End, archaeologist Professor 
Homer is busy making final preparations for 
the opening of an ancient barrow. The local 
white witch is convinced that evil happenings 
will take place if the Professor goes ahead 
with the televised opening at midnight. For 

when the first chimes of the village clock 
ring out over the fields, the day will dawn 
for the greatest occult festival of the year 
... Beltane. I 

On seeing the prelude to the programme, | 
Doctor Who leaps to his feet alarm bells ‘ 
ringing in his head. Devil’s End, Beltane, j 


The Prince of Evil, The Horned One? 
Suddenly as understanding flickers in his 
mind he grabs Jo Grant, his colleague on 
Earth and races to the door. “The white 
witch is right,” he announces, “we’ve got 
to stop the Professor before it’s too late!” 

So begins this superb Doctor Wlio tale 
adapted by Barry Ixtts from the original 
television series The Daemons. Set against 
an intriguing blend of cool science fact from 
the Doctor and hot-headed black magic 
from the locals of Devil’s End, the Doctor 
meets his old enemy and one time school 
friend ... The Master. 

Too late to stop the opening of the 3,000 
year old burial ground, the Doctor arrives 
just as the Professor completes his task. 
Immediately an icy blast of wind flows 
out of the uncovered hole. An unearthly 
screaming fills the air and the Earth itself 
begins to shake. The Doctor is rendered 
unconscious and covered by a pile of rubble. 

What follows is a battle royal with the 
Master, for what he has brought back to 
life is no Devil, but a creature far more 
terrible and destructive ... A Daemon. Long 
before the first creatures were crawling out 
of the Earth’s oceans, the Daemons already 
had a sophisticated civilisation on the Planet 
Damos. By the time man first appeared on 
Earth the Daemons had already been Space 
Travellers for many centuries and when they 
landed on Earth they set up an experiment 
which would ultimately lead to it’s com- 
plete destruction. By resurrecting The 
Daemon, the Master had given the Earth 
another alternative, that of being dominated 
by the Master himself. To the Doctor neither 
of these alternatives is acceptable and he was 
determined to save the Planet. 

With events developing at such a fast 
pace, 1 found this book impossible to put 
down until the last breathless page. Barry 
Letts has added a lot of scaring detail to this 
tale and by doing so has created a lively and 
sometimes amusing story out of what was an 
excellent series on television. 

•••••-Out of this World, ••••-Excellent, 
•••-Good, ••-Average, •-Below Average. 
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Young Ensign Chekov is one of the 
Starship Enterprise’s most interesting 
characters. In the Star Trek series he 
is in the process of training for a 
command posting someday. The 
Enterprise is Chehov's very first ship 
and so it is not surprising that his per- 
formance earns the scrutiny of the 
discreet but ever-watchful Captain 
Kirk and Science Officer Spock. 

Both Kirk and Spock were once Ensigns 
themselves and in a sense they watch for 
signs in the youngster’s performance that 
might indicate whether he will perhaps 
mature into a First Class Science Officer’ 
with Vulcan-like grasp of logic and infonna- 
tion, or whether he will develop — like 
James T. Kirk — into a superb Commanding 
Officer and end ' up with a ship of his own 
and four hundred trained crew under his 
command. 

Ensign Chekov is 22 years old and 
althou^ our information on his background 
is scanty, we do know that he was born in 
Russia', somewhere near old Moscow. Presu- 
mably he was raised and educated in the 
Russia of Star Trek's time before being 
admitted to the Starfleet Academy., The 
progression after Starfleet Academy can be. 
visualised from what we know of the careers 
of Captain Kirk and other Starship Captains 
and Officers (like Christopher Pile 'who . 
commanded the Enterprise before Kirk); 
Having applied for Command . Training, 
Ensign Chekov will do several tours of duty 
on the Enterprise, during which time he will 
be seconded to every section of the ship. 
One moment he will be working in the 
bridge; the next he will be sent down to 
Engineering to work under the supervision 
of Lt. Scott. It is essential for any young 
offficer who hopes one day to command his 
own ship to understand how every single 


aepartmentonDoard the Enterprise operates. 

Chekov is a dedicated young officer and 
is . thought by Kirk to have the makings of a 
future startship commander. He often takes 
control of First Officer Spock’s Computer 
Library when Spock is absent. Spock is 
known to think' that Chekov is “good 
material” and that if he applies himself he 
might well qualify someday for the post of 


enough to see him through the difficult 
spots and perhaps eventually to command of 
his own starship. 

Beside Chekov on the bridge of the Enter- 
prise sits the slightly enigmatic figure of 
Helmsman Sulu. Sulu is a career officer. 
Unlikely to ever command a ship of his own, 
he nonetheless has the qualities required to 
be James Kirk’s Helmsman and Weapons 
Officer. His • responsibilities aboard the 
Enterprise consist of finding and holding to 
new courses for the ship and priming and 
firing both photon torpedoes and the banks 
of Phase rs. 

Sulu’s background is largely unknown, 
but we do know that the Enterprise is not 
his first ship and that he has had a successful 
career in Star Fleet for quite some time. He 
is of mixed Oriental and Filipino descent, 
although most of his cultural values appear 
to be Japanese in origin. His personal philo- 
sophy, for. example, is largely drawn from 
that of the ancient Samurai of Feudal Japan. 

Aboard the Enterprise Sulu is a popular 
officer amongst the crew and he is well 
known for his passionate interest in various 
hobbies. These hobbies change from time to 
time, but whatever he’s involved with at any 
one time it is certain to take up all of his 
leisure time energy. At various times he has 
been mesmerised by Fencing, Biology and 
Physical Exercise. 

His passion for fencing and his interest in 
the philosophy of a warrior caste like the 
Samurai came out clearly in the episode 
“The Naked Time”. When an alien water 
catalysis was creating problems aboard ship 
— causing the blood in some crew members’ 
brains to run low on oxygen which in turn 
produced delirium — Sulu imagined himself 
to be the French hero of romance and 
swordplay D’Artagnan from the Three 
Musketeers! At one point he attacked Kirk 
and then Spock with his fencing foil! 


Science Officer. Spock and Chekov have a 
good relationship although, as always, Spock 
remains totally cool and far from familiar. 

Young Chekov, like aU impetuous Ensigns, 
has a decidedly strong interest in young 
women ... a trait that has landed him in 
trouble on' more than a few occasions. 
However, as Kirk has already noted. Ensign 
Chekov has a good fund of common sense — 
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